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Introduction

This users’ manual describes the operation of the Fiire Station.

The FiireStation runs LinuxMCE and can be used as a standard
medium-performance PC. However, it also has specialized video
decoding hardware to provide the best video quality, and ofpoad
all video processing, including sophisticated 1080i de-interlacing,
OpenGL 3D effects, and alpha blending, all in the video hard-
ware. The FiireStation includes video drivers licensed by Fiire
speciycally for LinuxMCE, as well as licensed MPEG decoders
and DVD playback. It can be used with either a FiireEngine, or
your own LinuxMCE PC. The end result is you get better video
quality than the massive, high end Windows Vista MCE systems,
which require very expensive, power-hungry, hot processors to
do the 3D alpha blended effects in Aero and video playback in
MCE. The FiireStation offers even better video and a smoother
Ul experience while drawing as little as 9 watts of power, about
1/20th what a Windows Vista Media Center PC draws. That
translates to a couple hundred dollars a year in energy savings if
you leave your Media PC on all the time.

The FiireStation is available in 3 versions: a 1” fanless vent-less
wall or VESA mount, a set-top box, and a 2.2” wall mount. The
set-top box and 2.2” model have the same components inside,
the same connectors, and the same price. Both have a silent fan.
Most wall mounted Plasma or LCD TV’s have a gap of nearly 3”
between the TV and the wall allowing a 2.2" FiireStation to be
hidden invisibly. For the ultimate solution the 1” model uses highly
specialized components and manufacturing techniques with an
ultra-low voltage processor that uses only 5 watts. It has no fans
or vents and is thin enough to be used anywhere, plus it has
holes through the middle that line up with the VESA mount on the
back of LCD’s and PC Monitors so it can mount to the back of a
free-standing display. This means for the yrst time ever, you can
have a full HD PVR and media player solution without any visible
set top box or exposed cables.

The standard set top box and 2.2” versions have more room for
extra connections, including component video and SPDIF for
digital audio. The 1" version does not provide SPDIF connectors
because pat panel TVis do not have SPDIF inputs. If you are
using this in an equipment rack and have a receiver with SPDIF
or need component video, the set top box or 2.2"” wall mount are

better. You can order the set top box version with a DVD/CD
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